
The farm bill is a piece of legislation that comes out about once every 
five years. It shapes the price, type, and amount of food Americans eat 
everyday. But after years of bad farm policy, our food system has 

changed for the worse...

SUSTAINABLE 
FARMING IN MICHIGAN

CONCLUSION
Based on previous research on sustainable and small-scale farming, it was known 
that four main barriers to being successful were local processing plants, accessibility 

to markets, regulations surrounding certification, and access to government 
subsidies. The preliminary data supports these claims and also provides incite into subsidies. The preliminary data supports these claims and also provides incite into 
why these areas are particularly difficult for farmers. Going forward, these farmers’ 
responses tell us that larger farms have an inherent advantage in our current system 
because they have the resources to devote towards certification and paperwork for 
subsidies. Unfortunately, these large factory farms can never be sustainable, so our 
system must change to promote sustainable farming through New Deal-type 

programs that promote agricultural diversity and sustainability without bureaucracy programs that promote agricultural diversity and sustainability without bureaucracy 
and corporate interests obstructing progress. 

METHODS
A survey was created based on A survey was created based on 
findings surrounding factory 
farms and sustainable farm-
ing research conducted by 
Food & Water Watch. So far, 
115 Michigan farmers have 
participated and 73 results 
were viable for analysis. A were viable for analysis. A 
large portion of the survey 
was devoted to demographics. 
There were also many oppor-
tunities for farmers to give 
qualitative responses and 
elaborate on their 

experiences and work.

RESULTS
Preliminary results show that Preliminary results show that 
most (67%) of respondents do 
not apply for government sub-
sidies and that many (29%) do 
not do so because they don’t 
believe in government getting 
involved with their farming. 
AlsoAlso, they use farmer’s mar-
kets most often for selling 
their products because it is 
cheap and provides exposure 
to the whole community. Mich-
igan farmers tend to process 
their meat off-farm and they 
are not certified organic be-
cause of time and monetary re-

straints. 

HAVE YOU EVER APPLIED FOR A 
GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY?

WHY? WHY?

WHERE DO YOU SELL YOUR PRODUCTS?

ABSTRACT
HistoricallHistorically, farming has been a revered profession that is a vital part of any com-
munity. But as time has worn on and farm policy in America has changed, farming 
has been increasingly consolidated, reducing local diversity and making sustain-
ability a less viable option. Food & Water Watch is an organization that works on 
ensuring the safety and sustainability of our food and water, with industry influ-
ence over our food system becoming a major issue that has emerged in the last 
two decades.  The Farm Bill dictates the quality and types of food we eat, but as 
large agribusiness has contributed money to campaigns of public officials, local 
farming has become a political low-priority. As part of the research at Food & 
Water Watch, a survey was conducted to assess the extent of the difficulty sus-
tainable farmers face in being competitive with their larger agribusiness counter-
parts. The results of this research could give insight into which factors are the 
hardest on farmers, which will ultimately provide a basis for enacting progressive 

changes in farming policy to support local and sustainable agriculture.
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WHY AREN’T YOU CERTIFIED 
ORGANIC?

WHERE DO YOU PROCESS YOUR 
LIVESTOCK?


